
 

 
Local Chapters Project 
First Year in Review 

 
 
Arnold Sikkema 
Past President, Project Leader 
 
Mark McEwan 
Project Development Officer 
pdo@csca.ca 
604-513-2121 x. 3259 

Committed to growth in understanding between science and Christian faith 
 

At this time last year, the CSCA had just         
launched our three-year Local Chapters     
Project, which seeks to answer this big       
question: Given the unique challenges of the       
Canadian context, how can we foster and deepen        
people’s understanding of the integrity of science       
and Christian faith through the activities of       
CSCA?  

New Local Chapters 
From the beginning, our core effort in       
answering this question has been to plant       
new local chapters across the country and       
grow cohesion between them. One year into       
our project, CSCA membership has     

increased by about 20%, and we have grown        
from three to eleven local chapters (two       
more than our project goal). We are truly        
coast-to-coast as we begin the second year       
of our project! 

Each of these new chapters is headed up by         
at least one of our members on the ground,         
serving as CSCA Local Contact for the       
chapter. A number of chapters have already       
formed small teams that help with planning       
and running events. Our Project     
Development Officer, Mark McEwan, is also      
helping with these events from our project       
office at Trinity Western University. By the       
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end of 2018, our goal is for each chapter to          
be self-sufficient, with enough committed     
people involved to sustain a local CSCA       
presence for years to come. 

National Lecture Tour 
In order to bring a measure of cohesion and         
unity to our chapters, CSCA Past President       
Arnold Sikkema travelled our nation in 2016       
and gave twelve lectures on “ Quantum      
Physics and Christianity” in ten different      
local chapters (he will soon visit the       
eleventh). This lecture tour was a big       
success by all accounts, often greatly      
exceeding local expectations for attendance     
and generating a great deal of interest from        
academics and laypersons alike.  

Overflow seating at Ottawa’s tour date (Aug. 30) 

Probably our most surprising tour date was       
in Ottawa on August 30th: about 25 folks        
were expected, but over 100 showed up! In        
each location Arnold (who also serves as       
CSCA Local Contact for Vancouver) spent      
some time with local organizers in order to        
encourage and advise them on running      
their local chapter.  

Great Events! 
In addition to the tour, we held a number of          
well-received events at our local chapters.      
Some highlights included bringing in ASA’s      
Executive Director, Leslie Wickman, for     
talks in Calgary, Edmonton, and Hamilton;      
a three-way panel discussion on genetic      
manipulation and “Playing God” at our      
Hamilton chapter; and a two-part lecture      
series on Evolutionary Creation (Dennis     
Venema) and Intelligent Design (Paul     
Brown) at our Vancouver chapter in which       
each proponent gave a lecture with a short        
response from the other, followed by      
discussion. This civil, charitable exchange     
between Christian scientists with differing     
views on creation was exemplary of CSCA’s       
commitment to maintaining an open,     
respectful forum where there is honest      
disagreement between Christians. 

By collaborating with other organizations     
interested in science and faith, we were also        
able to bring in several high-profile      
speakers for multiple events, such as Denis       
Alexander, Andrew Briggs, John Walton,     
and Tom McLeish.  

Arnold Sikkema & Mark McEwan with John Walton in 
Langley, BC (July 20) 

In total, we held a record 39 local chapter         
events in 2016 (including the tour, with       
some panel discussions and a workshop),      
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