Beyond Negativity:
Christians'
Multifaceted
Perception of
Sufferings

Hypothesis 1

(Sentence-level) Christians’ posts
are more positive on sentiment.

Method

We collected posts from
“Christian” and “atheism”
subreddits and performed
sentiment analysis.
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Results

The sentiment score of the
Christian group is significantly
more positive than the atheism
group on both general
posts(p<0.001) and suffering-
related posts(p<0.001).
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Hypothesis 2

(Word-level) Suffering-related
terms are viewed positive by
Christians.

Method

We built word2vec models on 2
groups and compared the word
embedding of suffering-related
terms.
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Background

Many studies have focused on
Christians' positive perspective
on suffering at the psychological
and theoretical levels, but only a
few have focused on examining
empirical evidence, particularly
through quantitative research.

We fetched 203 top posts from “atheism” subreddit
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Results

Suffering-related terms in the
Christian group were
semantically related to
positive terms, whereas terms
in the atheism group were more
scattered.
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